
Milnerton 25 December 2019 09h30 
Christmas Day 

Call to Worship: Lighting of Advent Candle 
Over the last four weeks of Advent we have lit a candle each Sunday symbolising an 
aspect of our Advent journey.  
The first week we lit the candle of peace symbolising God’s word in the Old 
Testament. 
The second week we lit the candle of hope, symbolising the hope of God’s people of 
every age for a coming Messiah. 
The third week’s candle of joy, was for Mary, the mother of Jesus, who joyfully 
accepted God’s will for her life. 
The last red Advent candle, the candle of love, was for John the Baptist, the voice 
announcing in the desert that the Messiah is coming soon. 

Today we light the Christ candle. 
This candle symbolises the light of the world, Jesus Christ,  
who was born on Christmas Day. 
This light shines in the darkness  
and the darkness has never overcome it. 

Prayer: 
God our Father 
we rejoice to remember the birth of Your Son: 
help us by faith to receive Him as our redeemer 
that we may face Him with confidence  
when He comes to be our judge; 
who is alive and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit 
one God, for ever and ever. 
• Carol 119 (MHB) - Angels from the Realms of Glory 

Welcome & Notices 

Prayer of Adoration and confession 
• Children’s Song - Oh what a glorious night 
What does Christmas mean to you? Christmas presents? 
Children’s message 
Offering & 
• Hymn 129 (MHB) - While Shepherds watched 



Scripture: 
Isaiah 52:7-10 
Luke 2:1-20 

• Hymn - Love Divine 

Message 

INTRODUCTION 

• I often wonder why people come to church on Christmas Day! 
- And I’m not talking about the obvious! 

✴ Not because it’s Christmas 
✴ Or the thing you do 

- But why come to church? 
• I think it’s because Christmas is about good news, and we love to hear good 

news! 
- We love to participate in a good news story! 

• If you’re on facebook maybe you follow the “#I’mstaying” posts 
- The Christmas challenge is to give 100% tip 

✴ And it’s good news for so many people, and so many people are doing it 
• We love to be part of a good news story! 

- And the Christmas season really is about good news, feel good stories 
- About generosity and changing lives 

✴ And I guess we hope to be part of that 
- Even if we don’t experience good news ourselves, just to be part of the 

energy. 
• I wonder what some of the good news that we may enjoy at this time of the year 

is? 
- Maybe that we passed our exams 
- Or we have friends and family coming to visit that we haven’t seen for a long 

time (Brother was hear last week, last saw him at our wedding four years ago) 
- You got a pay increase, or a decent bonus 
- Maybe a better job next year 
- Maybe you just got the present you hoped for 

• Or maybe good news would be some sort of a miracle health wise or family wise 
or job wise 
- Or maybe none of the above 



✴ Maybe Christmas is a really difficult time for you and you have nothing 
to celebrate, but by coming to church this morning you hope to find 
something meaningful. 

• The angels tell the shepherds that they have glad tidings of great joy for them and 
all people 
- That really is good news (literally - uangellion)! 

• What would the good news be for the shepherds? 
- The angels tell them: 

✴ “Today in the town of David a Saviour has been born to you: he is Christ 
the Lord” 

- I wonder what that good news meant for them? 
• And it’s easy to look back at the Christmas story that we remember each year 

- To think of the whole Jesus story 
✴ The growing up 
✴ The miracles 
✴ His death and resurrection 

• To look back and say, “Oh that’s what the good news meant!” 
- But it would have meant something different to the shepherds.  

• Each of those words had a loaded meaning 
- Saviour 
- Christ or Messiah 
- The Lord 

• And if we are to understand Christmas we have to hear those words as the 
shepherds would have. 
- And so when we hear those words we have to think about the context of 

Roman oppression that the words were spoken into 
• They weren’t spoken to somebody struggling with sin 

- Though they may have been 
• They weren’t spoken to a group of people at a religious meeting 

- They weren’t spoken to somebody hoping for a visit from a friend, a new job 
or even hoping for a cure from illness 

✴ Or about personal salvation 
- They were spoken to a people longing for freedom from political oppression 

desperate for a leader with integrity who would vanquish the occupying 
Roman colonizers 

• So when we hear the words Saviour, messiah, Lord 
- We immediately think of the promises of the Old Testament of a ruler like the 

rulers of old 



✴ A strongman who would come and rescue the Jewish people 
✴ Rescue God’s chosen nation from the hands of the oppressors 
✴ A military man who would raise up an army 

• Someone like King David who would unite the people under oppression 
- Perhaps even they would have in mind somebody like Judas Maccabbeaus - 

the hammer! - who 160 earlier had driven the Greeks out 
✴ And bought a hundred years of freedom for the Jewish people 

• The good news is that God is going to  do it again! And this time it will be the 
Romans 
- This time it will be for good. 

✴ God would send a Saviour, someone to rescue them from the Romans 
who were oppressing them 

✴ He would be the Messiah 
✴ And Lord, not Caesar who had set himself up as God 

• The good news, for the shepherds, had very little to do with personal salvation 
- And everything to do with political freedom. 

• Maybe I can ask the question again: 
- What would good news look like to day? 

• If the angels had to appear to us, what would we understand by the words which 
they speak? 
- Would we also be looking for a strong man to save us from our political 

situation 
✴ A strong leader 
✴ A big brother to fix the person bullying us 
✴ The ombudsman to solve our problems 

• Someone who will bring the people who are oppressing us into line 
- Maybe a strong president 
- A union leaders to help us get the salary we want  
- Or an enforcer, a hammer!, to help me get what I want 

✴ Because if we’re honest, good is often very personal 
• What is good for me, is often not good for somebody else 

- The union leaders who fight as for a better salary for the worker, challenges 
the business owner’s profits., and vice versa 

• So that’s the good news that the angels give the shepherds, which they would 
have heard as as strong man come to rescue them 

• But then something changes! 
- As the angels go one they describe what the good news looks like 



✴ This shall be the sign! 
• How will you know the Savior, Messiah, Lord when he comes, how will you 

know who to look for? 
- Maybe he’ll be born in a palace 
- Maybe you’ll find the strongman you’re looking for in a gym, building 

muscles 
- Or in an army camp, raising up a team of crack assassins to take out Caesar 

Augustus 
- Or in a telephone booth changing into a superhero costume! 

✴ No! 
• This is the sign: 

- He is a baby 
- Wrapped in cloth 
- And lying in a manger 

• How different this image is to the strong man that the shepherds have been 
waiting for 
- To the strongman that we’ve been waiting for! 

• And so along with the good news, there’s bad news! 
- You’re not getting a strong man, a big man, a hammer to kick some Roman 

butt! 
- You’re not getting a superhero to fix your enemies 
- You’re not getting a fairy godmother with magic wand or a knight in shining 

armor 
✴ Those are the characters of a fairy story 

• The bad news good news is that the Saviour, the Messiah, the lord, comes to us as 
a helpless baby 
- A baby who is going to take thirty years to grown into a man who is able to 

make a difference 
- Some of those shepherds who responded so eagerly to the news that first night 

may already have died by the time Jesu began his public ministry 
• So what does this make Jesus? 

- Who does this make Jesus for the shepherds, and for us? 
- What does it make salvation? 

✴ Counter cultural and counter intuitive 
• If we want to see the salvation that Jesus offers 

- If we want to see the good news proclaimed but eh angels 
✴ We need to stop looking for a strong man 

• Stop looking for the superhero 



- And start looking for the presence of God in the most unlikely place 
✴ The presence of God in weakness 
✴ The presence of God in the foolish things of the world 
✴ The presence of God born into the dung of a stable 
✴ The presence of God coming as a baby 
✴ Wrapped in cloths 
✴ Lying in a manger 

• That’s where we find the messiah 
- That’s where we find the salvation we’ve been looking for 

CONCLUSION 

• How did the shepherds respond to this momentous event 
- This apparition of the heavenly host 
- This announcement fo the good news? 

• They believed, first of all! 
- They believed the angles and went to look for the baby they’d been told 

about. 
• And maybe that’s a good place for us all to start this Christmas time 

- Luke tells us that he has written down all these things so that his reader, 
Theophilis, maybe certain of the things he has been taught 

• And maybe we begin by being certain that the presence of God isn’t found in a 
strong man 
- But in the weak, the unlikely, the small, the baby lying wrapped in cloths in a 

manger. 
• The good news isn’t another political party, another leader making meaningless 

promises 
- Another hope that doesn’t materialize 

✴ The good news comes from the most unlikeliest of places 
• And then the shepherds, having seen this baby, go and tell. 

- In Matthew’s account of the birth of Jesus the wise men bring gifts and 
worship. 

• Luke has his shepherds firstly seeing him 
- And then spreading the word regarding what they had been told 

• And I wonder at this! 
- How amazing must the heavenly host have been for them to go and tell the 

world that there salvation is in a little baby! 
- How desperate must the Jewish world have been to hope in this one who has 

no chance of leading them for another years 



• And yet, as we have seen in both Paul and John’s experience of the coming of the 
Kingdom 
- There a sense of nothings gonna stop us now! 
- Something has begun! 
- The day is about to dawn and nothin can stop the son from rising! 

✴ That’s the good news! 
• And it doesn’t matter what your circumstances are 

- What the good news is you’re longing for 
- What the hope is that you hold onto. 

• The day will come 
- And maybe we don’t see it completely yet 

• Maybe we hear rumors, and celebrate distant victories, families reunited 
- Good news stories 
- Feel good posts on “#I’m staying” 

• But it has begun 
- And that’s the reason we come to church, I think! 

• Whether it is regularly once a year on Christmas 
- Or every Sunday 

• It’s to remind ourselves that the good news has been proclaimed 
- That a baby has been born 
- That there is salvation for us and our loved ones, in whatever form we hope 

for 
• It may not happen today or tomorrow 

- Or for another 30 years 
• It may not come in the form of a strongman to sort out our problems 

- But in the form of a tiny little baby who will grow in wisdom and grace 
✴ And bring freedom 

• Not just to a small group of people in Israel 2000 years ago 
- But to all people of every age 

✴ And to you and to me. 
• I pray that as we remember this story of salvation again today and every year 

- That we would come to know the truth of God’s presence in the word 
✴ In the unlikely, the weak, the small 

• And, like the shepherds we would return, praising and glorifying God for all we 
have seen. 
- May it be so for you and for me. 

• Amen 



Prayer of response and intercession 

• Hymn - Joy to the World 

Benediction


