
Milnerton 31 December 2019 18h00 
New Year’s Eve 

Call to Worship: Psalm 8 
Lord, our Lord, 
 how majestic is your name over all the earth! 
You have set your glory 
 in the heavens. 
Through the praise of children and infants 
 you have established a stronghold against your enemies, 
 to silence the foe and the avenger. 
When I consider the heavens, 
 the work of your fingers, 
the moon and the stars 
 which you have set in place, 
what is humanity that you are mindful of them, 
 human beings that you care for them? 
You have made them a little lower than the angels 
 and crowned them with glory and honour 
You made them rulers over the works of your hands; 
 you put everything under their feet: 
all flocks and herds, 
 and the animals of the wild, 
the birds in the sky, 
 and the fish in the sea 
 and all the swim the paths of the seas. 
Lord, our Lord, 
 how majestic is your name in all the earth! 
• Song 39 (LP) - Crown him with many crowns 

Prayer of Adoration and confession 
Welcome & Notices 

Worship 
How have you experienced God this year? What would you like to leave behind? 
Honest! 

Scripture: 
Ecclesiastes 3:1-13 



Rev 21:1-6 

• Song 38 (BB) - To God be the Glory 

Message 

INTRODUCTION 

• So we gather together this evening at the end of one year and the beginning of 
another 
- And I guess we all have different emotions at this time of the year 

✴ For some of us we may be glad that the year is over 
✴ been a difficult year, a lot of grief, a lot of loss, a lot of bad news 

- We may be excited and hopeful for the new year 
✴ “This is my year” 
✴ “This is the year that God is going to bless me” 
✴ “This year things are going to be different!” 

• And so there’s a longing for something new to happen 
- but maybe we’re more cynical 

✴ and we don’t expect much of a difference in 2020 
✴ Same sh!t, different year 

• But in our best moment we do hope that things will be different and as a new year 
begins we have all these hopes and dream about what the new year is going to 
mean for us 
- and how we’re going to make it special 

• We talk a lot about resolutions 
- and we may not have a list, but perhaps we do have in our minds some idea of 

how things will change! 
✴ And maybe it is about how God is going to bless me 

- how I’m going to be more spiritual, pray more, go to church more, give more 
• Maybe we have plans about how our work life is going to be different 

✴ we’re going to work less and play more 
- or maybe our social life 
- or our finances 

• New Year gives us the opportunity to write off the bad of the past and make a new 
start where things are going to be different! 
- And for many of us we’re glad to write off the things of the past 

✴ for myself and Lynn especially, this has been a very bad year in many 
ways 



• And I think our scripture this evening speaks into our experiences of life in many 
ways. 
- we may find it cynical: Nothing better than to eat, drink and be merry 

✴ But I think that there is more to it than that. 
- And it is in that one verse - in spite of the burdens we face, that God has set 

eternity in the human heart that we cling to 
• And so as much as things may seem to overwhelm now 

- there is something bigger that makes everything worthwhile! 
• The new heaven and the new earth of revelation where there is no more mourning 

or crying or pain because the old order of things has passed away 
- Because in the new heaven and new earth we discover the fullness of the 

dream of eternity that we’ve known about in our hearts for ever! 
• So as we stand on the threshold of a new year how do we discover this promise of 

eternity? 
- We hold the old year as sacred 
- We value each moment of the new 
- We nurture the eternal 

✴ I want to speak about those three things this evening. 

Holding the old year as sacred 

• I begin with this because very often as a new year begins we want to discard the 
old 
- We want to leave it behind 
- We’ve had enough 

✴ it’s over, we’re not going back 
• But if we don’t learn the lessons of the old year we’re going to repeat them in the 

new 
- and nothing is going to change 

✴ next year this time we’ll sit with the same disappointments and cynicism 
about the new year! 

• The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us that there is a time for everything 
- When we are in the midst of difficulty and trauma, and even celebrations 

✴ It’s easy to get angry and disappointed and frustrated and cast blame 
everywhere 

- And to want to leave it all behind at the earliest opportunity 
• But I think that the author here is getting at something bigger 

- if something happens to you it happens at the right time 



✴ That’s not to say it’s good, or God’s will, or part of a divine plan, 
purpose or punishment 

• But there is always value in what happens to us, good and bad 
- we learn about ourselves 
- we learn about others 
- we learn about God 

• And so those experiences, good and bad, become sacred spaces 
- if we will allow it 

• If we walk about without reflection , without learning anything then life really is 
useless 
- But if we value each moment as a sacred place where God was present 
- it can transform our lives 

✴ We learn from the good and bad 
✴ we trust more fully 

• We become the people of hope God has created us to be, instead of people of 
desperation who are always cursing life. 

Valuing each moment of the new 

• As much as we go into the new year being hopeful about new opportunities and 
how things are going to be different 
- or perhaps, as I said earlier, somewhat cynically 

• the write of Ecclesiastes suggests not that in order to be happy we must eat, drink 
and be merry 
- but rather that in the eating a drinking and toil of daily life 

✴ That it is there that we find satisfaction 
• Now that’s a new year’s resolution that I can buy into! 

- not about how I’m going to lose weight or get fitter 
- or stop smoking or swearing 

✴ or whatever our new year’s resolution is 
• But how can I discover the value of the little things, the everyday moments? 

- those moments that we experience as we eat whatever we have 
- as we raise a glass to drink to life 

✴ whatever is in it 
- As we go about our daily toil 

✴ whether formal employment, or the chores of each day 
• Where can I find value and joy in that? 

- Because when I do that, regardless of what comes my way I can get to the end 
of the year and celebrate a year that was good 



✴ a year in which God was present 
✴ A year that was worthwhile celebrating, rather than miserable 

• Rather than one we couldn’t wait to get to the end of. 
- And I think we do that by nurturing the eternal, which is my last point this 

evening 

Nurturing the eternal 

• The writer of Ecclesiastes believes that God has put eternity in the human heart 
- And John, sharing his revelation of the kingdom of God describes what this 

eternity looks like as he writes about the new heaven and the new earth 
• And isn’t it interesting that for John heaven isn’t a place we go to the in the sky 

- where we all sit in clouds 
• But it’s the presence of God coming down to this place 

- this place that he formed, which he declared to be good 
✴ and making his dwelling here among his people, among us! 
✴ “God’s dwelling place is now among us” 

• As we are now in the Christmas season we recognise that in some ways this has 
already come to pass 
- That God is with us 

✴ God is Immanuel! 
• And so when we hold this vision, not of the God who is seated far away as a 

judge  
- And I wonder if that’s an excuse, sometimes? 

✴ When things don’t work out it’s because God’s not with me, God let me 
fail, God led me into temptation 

- But it’s a vision of a God who is present here in this place 
• This vision of eternity the John shares with us 

- That is when the everyday become meaningful! 
✴ Not because it is worldly things that will soon pass 
✴ Not because one day we’re going to heaven 
✴ that’s not the eternity that we hear of 

• But when we hold a vision of a God who is with us here now in the mess of the 
past year and in the mess of the year to come 
- throughout our eating and drinking and toiling 
- When we hold the vision of the God of eternity with us here now when we 

mess up, when we fail when we hurt others 
✴ and in our successes too 
✴ our joys, our celebrations 



• When we take this vision of the eternal, this new heaven and new earth coming 
down to earth 
- to our everyday circumstances and invading them 

✴ That’s when the old becomes scared 
✴ that’s when we can value each moment of the new 
✴ And that’s when God becomes real to you and to me 

• I pray that it would be so for you and me tonight 
- all through 2020 

✴ and for always. 
• May we pray. 

Response & Closing Prayer 
• Song - 7 (BB) - This is the Day of the Lord 

Benediction


