
Milnerton 22 December 2019 09h30 
Advent 3: “Are you the One?” (Love) 

Call to Worship: Advent 4 
The candles of the previous weeks symbolise hope and peace and joy 
This week’s candle of love stands for John the Baptist. 
He is the voice of one announcing in the desert that the Messiah is coming soon, and 
that God’s people should repent and be prepared for His arrival. 
He describes Jesus as “the Lamb that takes away the sin of the world”. 

Merciful Father 
You sent John the Baptist to announce the coming of your Son: 
inspire all who minister in Your Church  
to prepare for His coming again  
by turning us from disobedience  
to Your loving service; 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 

• Song - Great is Your Mercy Towards me 

Welcome and Notices 

How have your experienced God this week? 
Prayer of adoration and confession (Neil - we long for you to come and be with us, 
and that is your promise; you are here: open our eyes that we may see you, open our 
ears that we may hear what you hash to us,  raise us up that we may danced in your 
presence and fill us with new life) 
Worship Set 
• Song - Lord, you are Good 
• Song - Let the weak say I am strong (hosannah) 
• Song - Holy holy holy 
Offering & 
• Song - You are holy my Lord, u is heilig my heer 

Prayer 

Scripture: 
Matthew 11:1-11 

• Gradual Hymn 260 - Mine Eyes have seen the Glory 

Message 

• That’s what I like to hear! 



- Grapes of wrath, fateful lightening, his terrible swift sword! 
✴ Now we’re talking 
✴ We’ve gone soft on God these days! 

• My name is Iohannes, you would say John, or maybe Johannes. 
- John the Baptist, the last of the Old Testament prophets 

✴ I don’t know why they called me baptist, I was a presbyterian! 
- I’m joking, I’m joking 

• I was a Jew, if I even dare to be identified with that brood of vipers 
- My father, a priest in the Temple 

✴ set aside from conception to be the One 
✴ Not THE ONE, but the One to prepare the way for THE ONE 

• The Word of the Lord was upon me, and I grew strong in the Spirit, and angry 
- Angry with people playing religious games 
- Angry with fake repentance 
- Angry at hypocrisy 

✴ those snakes, that brood of religious vipers who thought they were so 
righteous 

• How I longed for God to come and destroy them! 
- A God of wrath to destroy those who blaspheme his name! 

• And I demanded repentance for salvation from the coming punishment 
- Repentance that sins might be forgiven 
- Repentance that perhaps, in some show of grace and mercy, God would 

forgive us and send his Messiah to save us from the Romans 
✴ Oh, how I longed for punishment for that Pharisaical brood of vipers 
✴ Punishment for the Romans 

• How I hoped and prayed that the Messiah would come in power and authority and 
overthrow the Romans and bring about God’s kingdom 
- And I kept hoping, even in prison, that somehow it would happen that I could 

be set free and join the Messiah in his God ordained rule 
✴ yet here I am, a disembodied head 

- Things didn’t work out the way I expected, you know! 
• I was so excited by Jesus, by his arrival on the banks of the Jordan 

- When I saw him in the distance I knew him not just as a family member, but 
as the Lamb of God 

• And when he came up out of the water and we saw the Spirit come down upon 
him 
- When we heard God’s voice declaring him as his beloved Son 

✴ I knew it was going to begin! 



• I knew that the things I’d been prophesying about were about to begin! 
- As Paul would write later, that the day was about to dawn and nothing could 

stop it! 
• I was filled with expectation and excitement that Jesus would carry on where I 

left off 
- Make it a family business! 

• How I longed for God’s wrath! 
- I was a disappointed, you know 

✴ Things didn’t happen the way I wanted them to 
- The Messiah 

✴ Jesus 
• Was different to what I expected him to be. 

- But I’m getting away from myself. 
• It always was about him, and not me 

- My job was simply to announce his presence, and then to fade into the 
background 

✴ To allow him to become greater while I became less 
✴ * and now all that’s let of me is a head 

• My followers didn’t like it, you know 
- They were fixated on my message of repentance and judgement 
- they didn’t like that many left me to follow after Jesus, who was so different 

✴ I’m not sure I liked it! 
• I’d done so much hard work to prepare the way for him, and he seemed not to 

care 
- Maybe it’s a good thing that I was arrested, 

✴ at least I was left with a few faithful followers who brought me some 
food and looked after in prison. 

✴ took my body when I was killed 
• I didn’t understand Jesus, he was so different 

- I expected him to be angry 
- I expected him to hate 
- I expected to see the wrath of God in him 
- I expected him to raise up an army and take on Rome 

✴ I thought his baptism would be the start of a whole new era when God 
would come to take up his throne in triumph 

• He didn’t do what I expected and what I hoped 
- He didn’t bring the condemnation and judgment that I longed for 

✴ instead he was weak and confusing 



• I wasn’t afraid to get arrested because I knew Jesus would be coming for me 
- I waited for it 
- I anticipated it 
- I longed for it! 

✴ But then Jesus didn’t come, you know, he didn’t raise up an army, 
nothing changed 

✴ He left me here to rot and die 
• I knew he was the Messiah 

- I knew it before we were born 
- I knew it when I baptised him - under protest, I might add 
- I knew it when my disciples started following him 
- I knew it when I was arrested 

• But I stopped believing in prison, that dark place that has no hope 
- that dark place where even God’s presence seems far away 

• I stopped believing that he was the one sent by God 
- He didn’t bring judgement or condemnation 
- He didn’t come with God’s wrath 
- Instead he come with love 

✴ And what good is love in this eternal darkness? 
• I sent my faithful followers to speak to Jesus, to ask him if he really was the one 

- As much as I wanted to believe, he was just too different to what I expected 
• As usual I didn’t get a clear answer from the man 

- Simply a cryptic “tell Iohannes what you see: 
✴ The blind see, the lame walk, the lepers are healed, the deaf hear, the 

dead are raised, the good news is preached” 
• So different to what I was expecting 

- No wrath, no anger, no power. 
- Just acts of healing and words of forgiveness 

• I didn’t understand him. 
- He came to love, not to judge 

✴ So loved he the world, and even his enemies! 
• That’s no bloody good when his enemies have locked his family, his own cousin, 

up in prison. 

• It was after I died that they came for Jesus too. 
- Oh yes, he did start calling people out for who they were! 

• He started embarrassing those with power in the Temple and the synagogue 
✴ But never judged the people they did 



- Always welcomed, always invited in those who were different, those who 
were outcast those who were excluded 

✴ Those who were considered unclean. 
• Those in power didn’t like Jesus anymore than they did me! 

- And when he became popular they decided to get rid of him 
✴ His own disciple betrayed him 
✴ And he was crucified through a farce of a trial led by the Jewish and 

Roman leaders 
• And what does he do? 

- He forgiveness them all! 
✴ No condemnation for them 
✴ No trumpet blaring out God’s authority 

- No judgement, not even for the ones who nailed him to that cross! 
✴ Just love and forgiveness! 

- I still don’t understand it! 
• He was not the Messiah we wanted! 

- We wanted one who would come in power and wipe out the injustice of the 
Romans and hypocrisy of the Jewish leaders 

- Who would punish those who had punished us 
✴ Send them to the lakes of fire! 

• Instead he went willingly to his death 
- How could this be the Messiah? 
- How could he be the One? 

CONCLUSION 

• It was in prison that I realised that I was wrong 
- I spent my life demanding change and repentance from people instead of 

loving them 
- And as much as I gave my life for the message that I was passionate about, so 

did he 
• I deserved my death 

- I spoke hard truth to people in power 
✴ To the Jews, so comfortable with their religion 
✴ To the Romans so comfortable in power 

- By all accounts I deserved to die 
• But Jesus, 

- Jesus just loved the bruised, the broken, those hurt by religion and power 
- The lame, blind, deaf, dead! Unclean and poor 



✴ He didn’t deserve to die for that 
• It seems as though it’s just as offensive, though, to love those the powerful hate, 

as it is to speak against them. 
- And Jesus showed us by his love that the powerful can be overcome 

• And this, this is the message of Christmas again and again and again 
- And one we must learn over and over 

✴ and that is to love 
• To love first the birth of the Messiah in a stable, not in a palace 

- In dung and discomfort, like my coat of camel hair 
✴ Not to seek the Messiah in wealth and comfort 

• Then, if nothing else, 
- To love those who cannot hear words of love 
- To love those who cannot see the presence of God around them 
- To love those who cannot stand on their own two feet 
- To love those who are dead in their sin 
- To love those who are repulsive for whatever reason 

✴ That’s the good news! 
- Not God’s judgement! 

• It’s love that changes people 
- And love is the difference that Jesus offers 

• It’s love that started the revolution and proclaimed the Kingdom of God at hand, 
not wrath! 
- It’s love that makes his life and death worth something 

✴ That makes the celebration of his birth something special 
• And not love for those like you 

✴ Those you’re comfortable with 
✴ Love for those who get it right 

- But love for the very worst of society: 
- Gluttons, drunkards, tax collectors and sinners 
- Those who get it wrong 

✴ love rather than judgement 
• That’s what Christmas is about 

- that’s why you celebrate his birth 

• We had nothing to celebrate when Jesus was born 
✴ I was but a toddler a few months old myself 

- Oh, there were some prophetic words spoken over him 
✴ We thought we knew who he was 



✴ We thought he was the one 
• But he was so different to what we expected 

- And Christmas reminds us that the world can be different 
- And that God is different  

• Christmas reminds us of a Saviour born in a stable, not a palace 
- Of a Messiah come to redeem 

✴ Not punish 
- To forgive, 

✴ not to judge 
- To speak words that heal, 

✴ not that break down 
- To give us hope, and peace, and love and joy 

• And when we can discover those things 
- We know that Jesus is the One 

✴ Jesus is the longed for Messiah 
• And then his life, and mine would have been worth something 

Prayer of response and intercession 

• Song - Great is your Mercy Towards me 

Benediction 

NOTE TO NEIL - WHY ARE THE CHRISTMAS CELEBRATIONS GROUNDED 
IN ANTICIPATION OF CHRISTMAS RATHER THAN CHRISTMAS ITSELF? 
WE SPEND SO MUCH TIEM DURING ADVENT ANTICIPATING,, SINGING 
CAROLS (ALTHOUGH WE SHOULDN’T) BUT THEN COME CHRISTMAS ITS 
ALL OVER. WHY IS THE ANTICIPATION MORE FUN THAN CHRISTMAS? 
Maybe we don’t like the reality of God being with us. It’s nice to think about god 
being here, but when he gets here it’s too difficult.


