
Milnerton 8 December 2019 08h00 
Advent: Hope (Paul) 

Call to Worship: Psalm 122:1-2 
I rejoiced with those who said to me, 
 ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord.’ 
Our feet are standing 
 in your gates, Jerusalem. 
Candle and Opening Prayer  
• Hymn 15 (LP) - At the Name of Jesus 

Welcome & Notices 
- Carol service 21 December 18h30 
- New Year’s Eve  

Almighty God 
to whom all hearts are open, 
all desires known, 
and from whom no secrets are hid: 
cleanse the thoughts of our hearts 
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, 
that we may perfectly love you, 
and worthily magnify your holy Name; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

The Commandments, when they are to be read 

Let us confess our sins to God. 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, 
we have sinned against you and against each other, 
in thought and word and deed,  
in the evil we have done 
and in the good we have not done, 
through ignorance, through weakness, 
through our own deliberate fault. 
We are truly sorry and repent of all our sins. 
For the sake of your Son, Jesus Christ, who died for us, 
forgive us all that is past; 
and grant that we may serve you in newness of life 
to the glory of your name. Amen. 



Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. 

Hear then the word of grace: 
Your sins are forgiven. 

Amen. Thanks be to God 

Offering & 
• Hymn 217 (LP) - The Church’s One Foundation 
Prayer 

Scripture: 
Romans 13:11-14 

Message 

INTRODUCTION 

• If you ever want anyone who knows the law well, you can speak to me! 
- I know it backwards! 

✴ I studied it, was quizzed on it, examined on it, and lived it 
• At seminary I was the star student, the envy of all my friends 

- I got the highest marks and the prizes for top of the class 
- I was more advanced in my studies than my contemporaries 

✴ And, well, when I graduated I could have my pick of jobs. 
- I’m a citizen of the world 

✴ Hebrew, Greek, Roman  
• But, my apologies, I have introduced myself yet. 

- My name is Saul of Tarsus - you probably know me better as Paul 
✴ the man who wrote the Bible 

- or most of the New Testament, at least. 
• Of course that was mostly letters to congregation, just like you. 

✴ I never set out to become “the author of the New Testament” 
• I was just writing to congregations where there were problems and dissension, 

- where strange beliefs were corrupting the gospel I came to know and love. 
• A gospel that literally threw me to the ground 

- And made me realiser that everything I knew was worthless 
• That no matter how well I knew the Law 

- And I did know it well! 
✴ It was nothing but a ball of dung! 

• You see, the thing is, we all like to keep up appearances 
- the way we look, the way we speak, the way we dress 



✴ I’ve never been much to look at, to be quite honest 
✴ Never found a wife 
✴ too short, too hot headed, my nose is too big! 

• So I gave myself over to following the Law so that everybody could see at least 
how righteous I was 
- And then Jesus changed me. 

• I hated the man, I hated what he spoke about, I hated his followers 
- in fact, I was on my way to Damascus to put them in jail 

✴ to hunt them down like rats! 
- but Jesus threw me to the ground and showed me a way better than the law 

• A way that leads beyond words written on dusty scrolls 
- a way that leads to new life. 

• I’ve given my life over to that now, and surely it will be what leads me to death 
- I have no option but going from one place to the next to share this good news, 

travelling, writing, preaching. 
✴ from town to town, church to church, setting up small groups 

• Allowing the healing presence of God in Jesus Christ to touch people 
- And all the while trying to keep the peace where I am not 

✴ keep the peace within my group of missionaries 
✴ trying to keep the peace with the believers in Jerusalem 
✴ And trying to keep the peace among the many churches I plants. 

• But today I want to share with you what I wrote to the Romans 

Wake up! 

• I told them to wake up! 
- Wake up wake up wake. 

• I hope you’re not sleeping in my sermon! 
- Someone once fell asleep while I was speaking and he fell out the window 

and died 
✴ By God’s grace he lived again! 

• But are you awake? 
- Are your eyes open, can you see what is happening around you? 

• Often I pray that the followers of Jesus would have their eyes opened to be able to 
see the full extent of God’s love 
- and not only that, but also the presence of his kingdom as Jesus himself 

preached 
✴ That the kingdom of heaven is at hand 
✴ it is so close you can reach out and touch it! 



• Be woke to the realities of life! 
- because the night is nearly over and the day is here! 

• You know what my friends, you can’t go on living in a dream world any longer 
- You can’t go on pretending that nothing is changing 
- you can’t go on pretending that everything is going to be okay 

✴ it’s not! 
• You need to wake up and look around you. 

- This is an urgent matter! 
• It’s what happened to me when I met Jesus on the way to Damascus 

- I was so comfortable in my belief system 
- I knew who I was and what I was doing 

• I had to wake up to a new reality 
- A place where things are real and uncomfortable. 

• You have to wake up! 
- That’s my experience, it’s my message, and it is the message of Jesus who 

I’m love, whom I follow and whom I declare as Lord. 
• But waking up means that you have to behave decently too! 

Behave Decently! 

• We wake up because the day is coming 
- the sun rising! 

• In fact, nothing can stop the sun from rising even now as it lightens outside 
- even as we begin to see the first light of the new day 

✴ We know that the sun is going to come out! 
- It doesn’t matter how long it will take, but in a few hours the whole world is 

going to be flooded with the light, not just of the rising sun but of the 
resurrected Jesus! 

• The funny thing about light is that you see things you don’t see in the darkness 
- We see the drunkenness, the hangovers, the promiscuity 
- We see what you’ve really been up to while it was dark 
- We see all our brokenness, all the mess, the empty booze bottles, the cigarette 

stompies and used condoms lying around after our party of last night. 
• It was nice to sleep 

- to fall asleep in a drunken stupor, not being aware of what was really going on 
around you. 

• But in the morning light things look different 
- We’re filled with regrets and disappointment. 

• The coming day calls us, reminds us, implores us to behave decently 



- not religiously - I know all about religion 
✴ but decently. 

• And our encounter with God 
- Our discovering of the kingdom of God which is here, at hand, if only we will 

wake up and see it 
• Our conversion is a moment of moving from darkness to light. 

- As my friend Peter wrote, we are God’s chosen people who have been called 
out of darkness and into God’s wonderful light 

• It means that we live differently! 
- We move out of the dream world where we turn this way that that to dull our 

sense 
✴ where use cheap sex to avoid the difficulty of a real relationship 
✴ we use drugs to numb the pain of being alive 
✴ we use alcohol to help us cope with a reality that has disappointed us 

instead of making the changes that we need to to live well. 
• We behave decently. 

- And then the last thing I want to say to you this morning 
• As you have woken up 

- As you move from darkness to light 

Cloth yourself with Jesus 

• When you get up in the morning you take off your pyjamas 
- you put on clean clothes 
- you make yourself up for the day when people will be watching you you 

• You do your best to look good and dress appropriately for the work that you do 
- As a follower of Jesus you need to dress like Jesus 

• You need to clothe yourself with him so that when others look at you, they see 
our Lord 
- They don’t see someone who is religious, 

✴ Jesus was never like that 
• If he was I would have liked him! 

- We have been best friends 
✴ But he wasn’t! 

• But one who is filled with grace and love, who takes the broken and mends them, 
heals them, gives than another chance 
- without a word of judgement 

✴ I hated Jesus for that! 
• And that’s what I had to learn 



- I had to learn to take off, not my drunken behaviour 
✴ I was never like that, I was always too good! 

• But I had to take off my self-righteousness 
- I had to take off my legalism 
- I had to take off my trust in the Law 

• And stand naked before God with nothing to cling to 
- That’s what I discovered on the road to Damascus 
- That’s what I discovered in the darkness of blindness 

• That everything I knew, everything I had based my life on was worthless 
- It was only when I stood before God with none of that 

✴ naked as the day I was born 
• That I was able to put on Jesus 

- That I was able to clothe myself with his righteousness 
✴ That I was able to move from the law to love and grace 

• And it took a while, you’d better believe that! 
- I had fights and arguments 
- I was difficult and obstinate and hot headed. 

✴ I still do the things I do not want to do, and do not do the things I know I 
should 

• But slowly as I put away everything that is not of him 
- I discover that there is nothing left of self and God is all and is in all and is 

through all. 
✴ Even me 

CONCLUSION 

• Well, here we are at the start of the Christian year 
- God knows where that comes from, never mind your Christmas celebrations 

• But here we are, the first Sunday of Advent 
- A time of hope and expectation 

• A time when we celebrate moving away from the carousing and drunkenness of 
the night to the bright sunlight of the new day. 
- And your Christmas, when you celebrate the birth of Jesus, Immanuel, God 

with us 
✴ So much of drunkenness and drunk driving and parties and booze 
✴ so much of excessive spending and eating and over-indulgence! 

- Thank God I died 2000 years ago! 
• Wake up! 

- Behave decently 



- Put on Jesus  
✴ And discover the life he has for you 

• Not the life your advertisers try to sell that does not but make you miserable and 
put you in debt 
- But the life that is truly life! 

• And when you do that you discover life and hope and meaning and purpose. 
- That’s what’s exciting about Christmas. 

The Intercessions 
Let us pray. 

God, our Father, grant us the help of your Spirit in our prayers for the salvation 
of all humanity. 

We pray for the Church throughout the world [for…] and for this church and all 
its members [for…] that in faith and unity we may be constantly renewed by 
your Holy Spirit for mission and service. 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our Prayer. 

We pray for the peoples of the world and their leaders [for…] that they may seek 
justice, freedom and peace for all. 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our Prayer. 

We pray for our own country and for all who have authority and influence 
[for…] that they may serve their fellows in wisdom, honesty and compassion. 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our Prayer. 
We pray for those among whom we live and work [for…] that we may rightly 
use your gifs to set people free from drudgery and want and together find joy in 
your creation. 

Lord in your mercy 
Hear our Prayer. 

We pray for all in sorrow, need, anxiety and sickness [for…] for the lonely and 
the persecuted [for…] and for all who suffer from cruelty, injustice and neglect 
[for…] that in their weakness they may know your strength, and in despair find 
hope. 

Lord in your mercy 



Hear our Prayer. 

In you, Father, we are one family in earth and heaven. We remember in your 
presence those who have died… giving thanks especially for those who have 
revealed to us your grace in Christ. Help us to follow the example of your saints 
in light and bring us with them into fullness of your eternal joy, through Jesus 
Christ our Lord. Amen. 

THE SETTING OF THE TABLE 

Bread and wine are brought to the minister, or, being already on the table, are 
uncovered. 

The minister takes the bread and wine and prepares them for use. 

THE THANKSGIVING 

All stand 

The Minister says the great prayer of thanksgiving: 

Lift up your hearts. 
We lift them to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
It is right to give him thanks and praise. 

Father, all powerful and ever-living God, 
it is indeed right, it is our joy and our salvation, 
always and everywhere to give you thanks and praise 
through Jesus Christ your Son our Lord. 
You created all things and made us in your own image. 
When we had fallen into sin, you gave your only Son to be our Saviour 

He shared our human nature, and died on the cross. 
You raised him from the dead, and exalted him to your right hand in glory, 
where he lives forever to pray for us. 
Through him you have sent your holy and life-giving Spirit and made us to be 
your people, a royal priesthood, 
to stand before you to proclaim your glory and 
celebrate your mighty acts. 
And so with all the company of heaven we join in 
the unending hymn of praise: 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 



God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
Hosanna in the highest. 

We praise you, Lord God, King of the universe, 
through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
who, on the night in which he was betrayed, 
took bread, gave thanks, broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying, 
‘take this and eat it. This is my body given for you. 
Do this in remembrance of me.’ 
In the same way, after supper, 
he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, 
‘Drink from it all of you. 
This is my blood of the new covenant, 
poured out for you and for many, for the forgiveness 
of sins. 
Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.’ 

Christ has died. 
Christ is risen. 
Christ will come again. 

Therefore Father, as he has commanded us, 
we do this in remembrance of him, 
and we ask you to accept our sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. 

Grant that by the power of the Holy Spirit 
we who receive these gifts of bread and wine 
may share in the body and blood of Christ. 

Make us one body with him. 

Accept us as we offer ourselves to be a living sacrifice,  
and bring us with the whole creation to your 
heavenly kingdom. 

We ask this through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Through him, with him, in him, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit, 
all honour and glory be given to you, almighty Father, 



from all who dwell on earth and in heaven 
throughout all ages. Amen. 

Silence, all seated on kneeling 

THE SHARING OF THE BREAD AND WINE 

Lord, we come to this your table trusting in your mercy and not in any goodness 
of our own. 
We are not worthy even to gather up the crumbs under your table, but it is your 
nature always to have mercy, and on that we depend. 
So feed us with the body and blood of Jesus Christ, your Son, that we may for 
ever live in him and he in us. 

Amen. 

The Minister and any who are assisting him receive the bread and wine and then give 
them to the people. 

The Minister may say these or other words of invitation: 

Draw near with faith. Receive the body of our Lord Jesus Christ, which was 
given for you, and his blood, which was shed for you; and feed on him in your 
hearts by faith with thanksgiving. 

The bread and wine are given with these words: 

The body of Christ given for you. 

The blood of Christ shed for you. 

The communicant may reply each time: Amen. 

The Minister covers what remains of the elements with a white cloth. 

THE FINAL PRAYERS 

Silence 

Let us pray 

We thank you, Lord, 
that you have fed us is this sacrament, 
united us with Christ, 
and given us a foretaste of the heavenly banquet 
prepared for all people. Amen. 



Prayer 

• Song - Morning has Broken 

Benediction 
Doxology


